> una especie nueva de rana de la altiplanicie Mexicana, Rana chichicuahutla. Esta rana solo se conoce del

h“dxedoasxmalSm-EstedelamndaddeSanMAlchwhlca,Es!adodehneblaElnombreﬁpe-
o wy e escogi6 por el pueblo de Chichicuahutla, el ms cercano a la Laguna de las Minas. Se deriva del Nahuatl, sig-
g W'dquelhmaalbosque (chichi= teta, cuahuitl= arbol, tlan= lugar de abundancia).
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INTRODUCTION

The common leopard frog of North Ameri-
ca Rana pipiens, once regarded as a single species,
is now known to consist of numerous distinct spe-
cies, collectively called the Rana pipiens complex
(Mecham, 1971, Brown, 1973; Platz and Platz,
1973; Pace, 1974; Platz, 1976; Platz and Mecham,

~ 1979; Hillis et al., 1983; Hillis and Frost, 1985; Hi-
~ llis, 1988). Seven members of this complex occupy
the central or eastern United States (Rana pipiens,

R sphenocephala, R. blairi, R. areolata, R. palus-
s iris, R. oqito) Two members have very restricted
~ distributions in southwestern United States and
may be extinct (R. fisheri, R. onca). One member
is known only from the Huachuca Mountains of
eastern Arizona. Three members span the
States-Mexican border (R. yavapaiensis,
huensis, R. berlandieri), but occur pre-
in Mexico. Two species occur in Cen-
(R miadis, R. taylori), and the
ic to México, including R.
montezumae, R.

magnaocularis, R. brownorum, R. forreri, R. neo-
volcanica, R. spectabilis, R. omiltemana, and R.
tlaloci. Based on differences in melanism on the
ventral surface of the head and trunk, Sanders and
Smith (1971) divided all leopard frogs into the fo-
llowing two groups: R. pipiens of the United Sta-
tes lacking melanism, and R. berlandieri of
Mexico having mottled throats and pectoral areas.
Members of the pipiens species group also posses
a distinct white stripe on the upper lip
(supralabial).

The R. pipiens complex has now been divi-
ded further into alpha and beta divisions, each con-
sisting of two species groups (Hillis et al., 1983;
Hillis, 1988). The Alpha division consists of the
northern (USA) areolata and the Mexican monte-
zumae species groups, and the Beta consists of the
northern (USA) pipiens and the Mexican berlan-
dieri groups. The berlandieri contains the majority
of species, of which magnaocularis and yava-
paiensis occur in the Sierra Madre Occidental,
omiltemana in the Sierra Madre del Sur, forreri

























